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Michigan, on the Powers of the Government Over Slavery in the Territories The Senate resumed the
consideration of the bill to organize the Territory of Nebraska. Mr. Cass said: Mr. President, but four brief years
are passing away, brief in the life of a nation, since this Hall resounded with angry and agitating discussions
upon the very topics that now disturb and divide us, and since every breeze that spread out to the heavens the
flag that waves over us our fathers flag, and blessed be God, yet our own brought us from crowded city and
from lonely cabin, from hill, valley, and prairie, from ocean and lake, the echoes of anxiety and alarm, passing
over the country, and which announced that a great people had reached a crisis in their destiny, which, for
weal or for woe, might mark their history during long ages to come. Well, all this passed away by the mercy of
Providence rather than by the wisdom of man, and a beautiful tribute was furnished to the inestimable value of
free institutions; for there is not another Government under heaven which could have entered into such a trial,
and come out of it unscathed. Peace and prosperity and good feeling were restored, and we looked forward to
long years of tranquillity. The events now upon us are another illustration of the vanity of human expectations.
But yesterday the whole hemisphere was without a cloud, even in the distant horizon. To-day the signs of an
approaching tempest are audible and visible, and the only question which can ever put to hazard...
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