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illustrated. 1875 edition. Excerpt: . . . where stakes had been driven into the ground, and fagots and charcoal
collected. The knights were oGered pardon if they would confess; but they all refused and were burned by slow
fires. At Senlis nine were burned, and many more in other places. On all these occasions, as well as in the awful
scenes of the torture-chamber, the Dominican friars were the mocking witnesses. 155. James de Molay. --The
Grand Master remained in prison five years and a half; and there is no doubt that he was repeatedly put to the
torture. The confession he was said to have made was probably a forgery. Finally, on the 18th March, 1313, he
and Guy, the Grand Preceptor of the Order, were burnt by a slow fire on a small island in the Seine, between the
royal gardens and the church of the Hermit Brethren, where aJerwards the statue of Henry IV. was erected,
both to the last moment asserting the innocence of the Order. 156. Mysteries of the Knights Templars. --Without
laying too much stress on confessions extorted by violence, or denunciations proceeding from revenge,
cupidity, and servility, it is manifest that the Templars, in their ordinances, creed, and rites, had something
which was peculiar and secret, and totally diGerent from the statutes, opinions, and ceremonies of other
religio-military associations. Their long sojourn in the East, in that dangerous Palestine which overflowed with
schismatic Greeks and heretics, who, driven from Constantinople, took refuge with the...
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