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illustrated. 1885. Excerpt: . . . NOTES TO THE DIALOGUE. 211 the modern style more refined and elegant. 21. The
character of Calvus, Caelius, Caesar, and Brutus; and also of Asinius Pollio and Messala Corvinus. 22. The praise
and censure of Cicero. 23. The true rhetorical art consists in blending the virtues of ancient oratory with the
beauties of the modern style. 24. Maternus observes that there can be no dispute about the superior reputation
of the ancient orators; he therefore calls on Messala to take that point for granted, and proceed to an inquiry
into the causes that produced so grent an alteration. 25-26. After some observations on the eloquence of Calvus,
Asinius Pollio, Caesar, Cicero, aud others, Messala praises Gracchus and Lucius Crassus, but censures Mecaenos,
Gallio, and Cassius Severn. 27-33. Maternus reminds Messala of the true point in question; Messala proceeds to
assign the causes which occasioned the decay of eloquence, such as the dissipation of the young men, the
inattention of their parents, the ignorance of the rhetorical professors, and the total negleot of discipline. 34. He
proceeds to explain the plan of study, and tbe institutions, customs, and various arts, by which orators were
formed in the time of the republic. 35. The defects and vices in the new s. stem of education. In this part of the
dialogue the sequel of Messalas discourse is lost, with the whole of what was said by Secundus, and the
beginning of the remarks of Maternus. 36. Eloquence...
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