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indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: .August 26, 1871, that the appropriation referred to should be applied as
soon as practicable to the construction of the prism of the canal, but that proposals for such additional work
should be invited in the usual manner. The Chief ot Engineers, under date of October 2, 1871, requested an
estimate of the probable amount required to reimburse the State of Michigan for sums expended in acquiring
land from private individuals, tor modification of the canal, or for acquisition of the land by the United States,
under a condemnation act. In reply to request of October 4, 1871, for such information, the Governor of
Michigan, in a letter dated Dec. 1, informed me the aggregate amount asked for the additional lands was
$14,000. This information was communicated to the Chief of Engineers on the following day, with the statement
that, to acquire the lands, we were driven to one of three measures: 1st. To purchase the land from the owners
at any price they might see proper to ask. 2d. The enactment by Congress of a law conferring upon the proper
authorities of the United States the right and tower to seize and condemn the land needed; or, 3d. The
enactment by Congress of a law authorizing the expenditure of a portion of the appropriation upon lands
belonging to the State of Michigan, in which case the State could seize the lands, condemn them, and acquire
title. Of these three, the second was strongly recommended. The...
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