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United Irishmen was at first intended as a fraternal order to be composed of Irishmen, regardless of religious
differences, joined together for the sole purpose of promoting parliamentary reform and complete Catholic
emancipation. The members were required to pledge themselves by oath to exercise their best endeavors to
accomplish these ends. The programme at first was very moderate and the society rapidly spread to all parts of
the island; but as events developed radicals of the type of Napper Tandy and others began to occupy important
positions in its councils and soon forced it into the ranks of democracy. When war broke out between England
and France in 1793, the event gave rise to the belief among the more enthusiastic Irish patriots that with the
assistance of France, their country might be enabled to attain complete independence. Now, however, the
government began a strict surveillance over the United Irishmen. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
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