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1980s was responsive to the same concerns about competitiveness that drove state programs. The new
legislation was also motivated by the belief that traditional federal policies - investment in basic and mission
research without direct regard for commercial impact and with reliance on informal mechanisms of spinning
off technologies to the private sector - were not maximizing the commercial potential of the results of federally
sponsored research. Many public and private sector officials believed that federal laboratories and agencies
had developed many technologies and processes that had commercial value but were languishing on the shelf,
which reduced the value of these technologies for achieving agency mission goals. In addition, through this and
subsequent legislation, policymakers began to address the ways in which increased emphasis on
commercializing federal technologies and the establishment of R and D partnerships with the Legislation and
executive private sector could improve the efficiency of mission-related research. This new approach to R and
D partnerships had particular application in orders granted firms and the defense sector, where R and D
critical to national security was being universities irreversible driven increasingly by commercial market forces.
In this environment, and exclusive patent partnerships could help both civilian and military agencies better
meet rights to federally technology needs by exploiting commercial technologies and markets to developed
technologies, meet the governments own needs. promoted small business involvement in In the 1980s,
legislation and executive orders granted firms and universi-ties irreversible and exclusive patent rights to
federally developed technology development technologies, promoted small business involvement in technology
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